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With no thought for their own lives, hav-

ing no idea what else may happen, or wheth-
er or not the shattered structure would cave
in on them, the Marines immediately re-
acted and began a sweep of the building.

Sergeant Briehl, who was waiting outside
the embassy in the car, immediately darted
into the building looking for Sergeant
Aliganga. He ran to the elevator shafts be-
hind post one, which were completely de-
stroyed, and fell two floors down into the
shaft, breaking three ribs and sustaining
multiple lacerations and bruises. Sergeant
Briehl managed to climb out of the elevator
shaft and continued his search for Sergeant
Aliganga. Sergeant Outt, who was in Nairobi
from Bujumbura for a dental appointment,
as well as Sergeant Harper, who was on COT
leave in Nairobi from Accra, immediately
reached with the Marines and manned posts
around the embassy.

At this time, we had Gunnery Sergeant
Cross, Sergeants Russel, Jiminez, Briehl,
Outt, Harper, and Corporal Gonite on board.
These Marines immediately made their way
through the rubble, fire and smoke looking
for survivors, fended off local looters who
swarmed the embassy moments after the
blast, secured classified material, and most
importantly to them, began the search for
their brother, Sergeant Aliganga.

To provide a bit of situational awareness,
the embassy in Nairobi is a seven floor con-
crete structure with five above ground and
two below ground levels. It was situated on
two major avenues of approach with minimal
stand off distance between the road and the
structure. When the bomb exploded, the
force of the blast was so devastating that it
blew out almost every closed window and
frame on the building. 12 inch thick concrete
walls on all floors of the embassy were shat-
tered like thin plates of glass. Solid wooden
doors mounted on steel frames were sent air-
borne landing throughout the structure.
Windows on office buildings over a quarter of
a mile away were shattered. There was not
an office space that survived inside of the
embassy. Bodies were spread all over, most
of which were buried under up to eight feet
of rubble.

At the same time, the Regional Security
Officer for the American Embassy in Dar Es
Salaam, Tanzania, John DiCarlo, a former
Marine Security Guard, had taken post one
from Corporal Johnson in order for him to
make a head call.

At approximately 10:40 am, a truck bomb
exploded outside the security gate, ripping
through the embassy. Corporal Johnson was
knocked to the deck. He stood up, and imme-
diately ran to Post One where he found it in-
tact, but inoperable. Corporal Johnson im-
mediately reacted the Marines, which were
all at the Marine BEQ during the explosion,
and informed all mission personnel to evacu-
ate the building. Corporal Johnson donned
his react gear and took control of the Com-
mand Center.

The detachment commander, Gunnery Ser-
geant Kimble, arrived at the Embassy ap-
proximately 4–5 minutes after the blast and
began checking offices throughout the chan-
cery to insure all personnel were safely out
of the building. One of the casualties of the
explosion was Gunnery Sergeant Kimble’s
wife Cynthia, who sustained bruises and eye
injuries from flying glass. While Cynthia was
flown to London to receive eye surgery. Gun-
nery Sergeant Kimble never lost focus on the
mission at hand. Within eight minutes of the
blast, Sergeant Sivason, and first post’s Cor-
porals Bohn, Hatfield, Johnson, and McCabe
began working through the chancery clear-
ing all rooms of personnel. No direction was
required as each Marine knew exactly what
had to be done.

Due to the enormous amount of smoke and
fire, the decision was made to evacuate Post

One and the Marines fell back to their sec-
ondary positions.

Corporal Johnson took security for the
mission personnel at the rear of the Em-
bassy, and all other Marines took up perim-
eter security around the building. The force
of the blast blew out every window in the
chancery, and all doors except post one. The
hardline doors, which are located on the op-
posite side of the embassy, were forced open
by the blast. Emergency fire exits on the op-
posite side of the building in which the blast
occurred were blown off the hinges. Concrete
walls within the Embassy were knocked
down and safes were moved and in some
cases knocked over. During the search of the
building the Marines had to bust through
walls in order to get to areas unattainable
during their sweep. Within four hours of the
truck bomb, which damaged diplomatic
properties and houses up to 1000 meters
away, the embassy was secure with MSGs
maintaining 24 hour security on the building
until the arrival of the FAST team.

In Nairobi, Marines continued to work
throughout the day cleaning the embassy,
providing local security (as the local con-
stabulary proved worthless), moving the in-
jured and the dead from the rubble to safety.
The condition of many of the dead was hor-
rific, making the task of search and rescue
that much more difficult for all concerned.
By 03.00, I arrived on the scene with my XO,
1stSgt, and admin chief, all of whom had
been stationed in the Nairobi embassy for
over a year and knew the ground, and two
MSGs from the Pretoria det, who quickly
took up posts around the embassy.

By 04:00, a number of Army special forces
NCOs had volunteered to stand post to give
the Marines a much needed break. 1stSgt
Quzman took the post from the det com-
mander and I ordered the Marines home to
shower and sleep. At first light, all of the
Marines were back to continue their Mission
while looking for Sergeant Alganga. After
hours of digging by hand through tons of
rubble, behind Post One and in the elevator
shafts, we moved to the area of the bank.
This was one of the hardest hit areas as it
was one floor up and only about 50 feet from
the blast site. Twelve inch slabs of reinforced
concrete were piled up to the ceiling, while
desks, computers, and file cabinets were re-
duced to scrap. The Marines and Army S/F
personnel, along with DOS personnel worked
frantically against the clock. By this time,
over thirty bodies had been recovered from
the rubble, including ten Americans.

Finally, at exactly 14:30 local time, after 27
hours and fifty minutes of relentless digging
with their bare hands, the body of Sergeant
Aliganga was recovered from the rubble.
Once positively identified, the Marines then
gently wrapped Sergeant Aliganga in the
American flag, and very purposefully
marched him through the rubble and out of
the embassy to the waiting vehicle. Al-
though there were no cameras present, nor
was there any music playing, the crowds
seemed to still, and people stood erect, with
tears running down their faces, as the body
of another United States Marine, who gave
his life in defense of his country, was ushered
away.

By nightfall, the FAST team arrived and
quickly took up the perimeter security of
the embassy, freeing the MSGs to return to
the still ongoing task of recovering classified
material and equipment from the rubble.

Sir, I apologize that my words are insuffi-
cient to more accurately describe the true
essence of this horrific tragedy. What must
not be missed is the incredible bravery and
heroism displayed by our Marine Security
Guards. Without any regard for their own
lives or safety, they maintained incredible
presence of mind in the face of tremendous

devastation. Each marine continued to serve
our country and our Department of State
with distinction. Even through the chaos and
the fog, our Marines never lost focus of their
mission. They were models of strength to be
emulated by all.

As you finish reading this synopsis, the
Marines from Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam,
augmented by Sergeant Harper from Accra,
Sergeant Lawlor from Bonn, Sergeant Outt
from Bujumbura, Sergeant Boudah from
Dublin, Corporal Graff and Sergeant Wolf
from Frankfurt, Sergeant Salizar from the
Hague, Sergeant Alberto and Corporal
Durden from London, Sergeant Jackson from
Paris, Sergeant Smith and Corporal Cornell
from Pretoria, and Sergeant Reynolds from
Rome, are manning makeshift embassies as
our MSGs continue to support our Depart-
ment of State. They have not missed a beat
and will continue guarding Americans and
America’s interests abroad, as marines have
done for over 222 years.

Semper Fidelis and Very Respectfully,
DENNIS SABAL,

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps.
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HONORING POLICE CHIEF JOHN
AMBROGIO FOR EXCELLENCE IN
SERVICE

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO
OF CONNECTICUT

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 7, 1998

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
honor of a dedicated and highly respected
member of the Hamden Police Department
whose decision to retire ended a career in law
enforcement which spanned more than forty
years. Chief John Ambrogio leaves a legacy of
dedication, integrity, and excellence spanning
over four decades, and he will not be forgotten
by his fellow officers or by the citizens of
Hamden.

Chief Ambrogio dedicated nearly a third of
his life to leading the Department of Police
Services with dignity and virtue, and his work
has had a profound effect on the quality of life
in Hamden. Eighteen departmental com-
mendations as well as various other profes-
sional accolades reflect the commitment and
devotion John has given to Hamden and its
residents. John’s good work is reflected in dra-
matic reductions in crime rates, the inaugura-
tion of the annual Halloween party, and the
development of a progressive and highly ef-
fective police department—just a few exam-
ples of the contributions he has made to the
Hamden community.

As a professional law enforcement officer,
the various ways John has influenced the
community are innumerable. Hamden resi-
dents credit John’s work as Chief of Police as
the most important factor in keeping Hamden
a safe community, which is relatively free of
criminal activity and drug trafficking. John
Ambrogio has become an indispensable figure
in Hamden and replacing him will be a tre-
mendously difficult task.

It is with great pleasure that I join with his
wife, Maureen, his children, and grandchildren,
as we honor my dear friend Police Chief John
Ambrogio for more than forty years of dedica-
tion and commitment to the Town of Hamden.
I wish him many happy years in his retirement.
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